TENNIS PROGRAM

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Tennis Program has been in existence since 1974.  Olympia Fields Country Club is the most active country club in the southern region, if not the entire Chicago area.  Our six Har-Tru courts make our facility one of the most “comfortable” facilities to play; the court surface helps make conditions less severe, a bit cooler and much more comfortable for players of any level.

The Tennis Program is geared for family participation at all levels.  The more members we have to participate, the more fun there will be for all of our members.  Our staff is most qualified, and we know our members will find the tennis facility as high in standards as any tennis resort in the country.  Our tennis “boutique” carries resort, swim, yoga and tennis wear as well as rackets and shoes for all ages.  Racket stringing and re-gripping are also available.  Member pricing applies to purchases.  Our prices are very competitive to the big box stores and on-line retailers.  Special orders can be accommodated.

A Big Welcome to everyone, and may all of your days be “smashing”!
ELIGIBILITY
Club rules and regulations require that a child’s parent must be a member of the Olympia Fields Country Club to participate in the tennis program.  OFCC junior players have made quite an impact in the junior tennis circuit in Illinois these past years.  We take pride in our juniors and in their programs.  We use USTA certificates and improvement incentives while offering different levels of leagues, drills, and lesson groups .Not all juniors will be ready for drills.  Some players, especially the younger or less skilled, will be placed in lesson groups with a limited amount of students.  Sign ups will depend upon age, level of ability, as well as level of commitment.  Our program is forever expanding to meet our junior members.  If there are any questions, please call the Tennis Pro Shop at 708-283-7662.

INSTRUCTION

CONTENT AND TEACHING RATIO

Unless specified differently, each class consists of ten consecutive weeks of instruction for juniors.  Schedule conflicts i.e. camp, vacation, and summer school – please advise at sign up. Registration can be completed through the OFCC website and clicking junior sign up or calling the Tennis Pro Shop.

Summer Session begins the week of June 8thh and the ends the week of August 10th.

Report at the courts promptly at your assigned time in proper tennis attire.  No football, baseball or basketball jerseys allowed. Proper footwear required; no sandals or crocs are allowed on the court.

The lesson instructor will judge questionable weather conditions.  Please call the Tennis Pro Shop when you are in doubt, 708-283-7662.  If you get the answering machine, we are assisting other members or are closed.  We will promptly return your call.

Please observe the rules of court etiquette (for example:  do not walk across a court while play is in progress-wait until the point is finished and then walk quickly near the fence).

You will be billed after the first lesson you attend.  There are no refunds, or exceptions to these rates for times missed.  Lessons missed due to weather will be made up after one rain out.

For Private Lessons, come to the Tennis Pro Shop and sign your lesson ticket before your lesson begins.  At this time you will confirm your next lesson time and be sure it is scheduled on the court sheet with the instructor’s name.  You will be charged for any lesson not cancelled 24 hours in advance.  (You may send someone else to take your place.  This applies only to Private Lessons).
LESSON LEVEL OF PROGRESSION

Beginner – Grips, footwork, positions, scoring and basic strokes (serve, forehand, backhand, volley) are covered.

Advanced Beginner – The basic strokes as well as the lob and overhead are covered with emphasis on movement.

Intermediate – Work on consistency, review all strokes.  Emphasis on serve and return-of-serve.  Drill and play will be used as well.

Advanced – Work on power, use of spins, and more advanced strategy and techniques.  Drill and play emphasized.

Group Lessons consist of a ten-week session, four-six students per court.  No refunds on missed lessons or one rain out.  Price of group lessons depends upon class size and instructor. Generally the beginner, intermediate and advanced beginner group will have a teacher /student ratio of four to one.  If a twice a week group is desired, indicate at sign-up.  Groups will be made according to need and time availability.

Private Lessons can be arranged at the convenience of the individuals involved.  Please call the Tennis Pro Shop.  Lessons can be planned out weekly or for  the duration of the summer.  To avoid a charge, these lessons must be cancelled 24 hours in advance.   

Strato Drill and Tri Play Many of our members have been in various drills and still do not feel that drills are the complete answer.  We agree!  We offer a one-hour drill- for shot production, warm-ups and basics, coupled with one-half hour of “coached” play where strategy, placement, and actual play are discussed and executed.  Techniques will vary with each drill level.  Videotaping may also be used.  Strato-drills are scheduled by level of player and availability of instructor.  A Tri-play consists of three players of similar ability level and a pro playing as the fourth.

Cardio Tennis  Improve your game with a variety of tennis drills and footwork routines designed to increase endurance. A fun workout set to music allowing you to get your heart pumping !  Participants of all levels are welcome. Monday, Wednesday and Friday . $10 per class

COMPETITION
Olympia Fields has an active junior team that plays other country clubs on a scheduled basis, generally on Friday afternoon.  For team information, sign up in the Tennis Pro Shop.  Team matches will be scheduled i with other cubs, and final schedule will be available in the Tennis Pro Shop or on the tennis web site.  Participation on the team depends upon the level of player: one must be able to play points, serve successfully, and be willing to play singles and/or doubles.  Team play is a commitment.  Team members must be participating in the Junior Program.
JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM  On Tour I&II
A ten-week program of development and excellence. Only those students in Development or Excellence will qualify for junior teen inter-club play.

A competitive program for drill and play, meets twice a week for one and one-half hours each meeting.  Lessons meet on Monday from 1-2:30 and Wednesday 2:30-4 or on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-2:30.  Placement in these programs is not based on age, or gender, but on ability level. There will be many levels and groups for junior members who are not in our development drills.  Stop by the Tennis Pro Shop to register , and to answer any questions you may have.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
COURT SIGN UP AND RESERVATIONS
Court reservations will be taken for a maximum of three days in advance (special tennis outings are exceptions to this rule).  A maximum of two reservations a day per membership will be allowed if court time is very busy.  A player may reserve a court for a maximum of two hours for playing doubles and one hour for singles.  This time allotment may be shortened to one hour at the discretion of the club tennis professional.  Repeated failures to cancel court reservations in advance will result in a loss of reservation privileges. (The instructor must reserve a court for a lesson).

TENNIS PRO SHOP HOURS
May 11th thru Labor Day open seven days a week from 8a.m.- 7 p.m.  Fall hours will be posted.  The Tennis Shop is open year’ round check the OFCC web site for details.
REGISTRATION
All members and their guests must register at the Tennis Pro Shop before entering the playing area.  This policy insures convenience and safety.  Early morning hours’ play should be approved by the professional due to the soft court surface.  Generally 8:00 a.m. is the opening hour of court play.  Guest fee is $10 for one player and $20 for more than one player per court per hour.

TENNIS APPAREL
Tennis attire is required of each player. No blue jeans, cut-offs or gym shorts will be allowed on court at any time.  Male players must wear shirts.  Shoes must be compatible with court surface-no basketball shoes, spikes, heels, sandals or crocs.  No tube tops or bathing suit attire.  If there are concerns or questions, please direct questions to the Tennis Pro Shop
BALL BOY SERVICE
Ball boy service is available at request.  The fee per hour is $18 with an assistant $ 21.  A member or a guest may issue a tip on service.  Ball boys are scheduled through the Tennis Pro Shop and are a great way to receive a workout when a partner cannot be obtained.  Ball boys will “feed” balls or play points/sets.  They are used extensively in drills and tri-plays. Reservations are a must.

SPECIAL TENNIS PARTIES

The tennis staff can accommodate any size of outing for any level of play, whether it is a birthday party, a family lesson or a doubles robin for clients, family or friends.  Please call the Tennis Pro Shop and talk with Carol to make arrangements.

BANQUETS AND AWARDS
The Junior tennis party and awards will be held Wednesday, August 12th.

Please check the tennis section of the member side of the OFCC web page for updates and pictures throughout the summer.

Tentative lesson program for adults and children is attached for the  2009 summer season.
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